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Mr. NICKLES. I announce that the

Senator from Arizona (Mr. KYL) and
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SPECTER) are necessarily absent.

Mr. REID. I announce that the Sen-
ator from Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) is
necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber
who desire to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 96,
nays 1, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 298 Leg.]
YEAS—96

Abraham
Akaka
Allard
Ashcroft
Baucus
Bayh
Bennett
Biden
Bingaman
Bond
Boxer
Breaux
Brownback
Bryan
Bunning
Burns
Byrd
Campbell
Chafee, L.
Cleland
Cochran
Collins
Conrad
Craig
Crapo
Daschle
DeWine
Dodd
Domenici
Dorgan
Durbin
Edwards

Enzi
Feingold
Feinstein
Fitzgerald
Frist
Gorton
Graham
Gramm
Grams
Grassley
Gregg
Hagel
Harkin
Hatch
Helms
Hollings
Hutchinson
Hutchison
Inhofe
Inouye
Jeffords
Johnson
Kennedy
Kerrey
Kerry
Kohl
Lautenberg
Levin
Lieberman
Lincoln
Lott
Lugar

Mack
McCain
McConnell
Mikulski
Miller
Moynihan
Murkowski
Murray
Nickles
Reed
Reid
Robb
Roberts
Rockefeller
Roth
Santorum
Sarbanes
Schumer
Sessions
Shelby
Smith (NH)
Smith (OR)
Snowe
Stevens
Thomas
Thompson
Thurmond
Torricelli
Voinovich
Warner
Wellstone
Wyden

NAYS—1

Leahy

NOT VOTING—3

Kyl Landrieu Specter

The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 127)
was passed.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I
move to reconsider the vote, and I
move to lay that motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

f

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I seek
unanimous consent to have the mem-
bers of my staff be allowed the privi-
lege of the floor for the brief period of
time that I make some remarks here
related to my tenure in the Senate.

The staff members are: Adam Condo,
David Carney, Meagan Vargas, Tom
Glegola, Vance Poole, Bob Carey, Katja
Bullock, Carrie Cabelka, Alex Hageli,
Tyler White, Rachael Bohlander, Kevin
Kolevar, Joe McMonigle, Katie Packer,
Cesar Conda, Joe Davis, Margaret Mur-
phy, Jessica Moore, Sue Wadel, Majida
Dandy, Lillian Smith, Julie Teer, Jim
Pitts, Michael Ivanenko, Chase Hutto,
Stuart Anderson, Lee Lieberman Otis,
and Randa Fahmy Hudome.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

SERVICE IN THE SENATE
Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, it is

rare in this Chamber for incumbent
Senators who have lost on election day
to still have the privilege of addressing
the Senate again, at least in their ca-
pacity of finishing out their terms. For
me, if there is a silver lining behind
this extended session of which we are a
part, it is because it gives me a chance
to thank people—friends, supporters,
staff, colleagues, and others—who have
made it possible for me, a grandson of
immigrants, to serve and succeed here.

I begin today by making some com-
ments and thanking people who have
made a difference.

First, I thank my Senate colleagues
with whom I have worked over the last
6 years. I especially express my grati-
tude for the majority leaders under
whom I have served—Senator Bob Dole
and Senator TRENT LOTT—for their
confidence in me, for making me part
of their circle of key advisers, for their
support on both legislative and polit-
ical matters and, most importantly, for
their friendship.

I extend the same heartfelt thanks to
the other members of our leadership
teams over the last 6 years: To Senator
DON NICKLES for whom I served as dep-
uty whip for 4 years; to our conference
chairman, THAD COCHRAN, who served
when I first arrived here, and Senator
CONNIE MACK; to our Senate campaign
committee chairman, MITCH MCCON-
NELL, and the late Senator PAUL
COVERDELL; to the Chairman of the Re-
publican Policy Committee Senator
LARRY CRAIG; to our new Conference
Secretary Senator KAY BAILEY
HUTCHISON, and so many others who
have provided me with guidance and
leadership during the time I have been
here.

I also take special note of the people
with whom I have served as a member
of their committees: To our Commerce
Committee chairman, JOHN MCCAIN,
who has been a great friend and sup-
porter and through whose help I have
been able to pass significant legislation
that came from our Commerce Com-
mittee agenda.

I thank our Judiciary Committee
chairman, ORRIN HATCH, who helped me
get on his committee my very first
year here and whose support on that
committee helped me to achieve a
number of personal objectives with re-
spect to legislative goals and who
worked closely with me and his staff
worked closely with my staff as we
fought a number of very important bat-
tles in the Senate.

I thank my good friend Senator PETE
DOMENICI, who chairs the Budget Com-

mittee on which I sat for 6 years. When
I came to the Senate, I met with Sen-
ator DOMENICI. At the time, I was se-
lected for that committee, and we
talked about our goals and hopes that
some day we might advance a balanced
budget to complete and see the Nation
balance its budget. Many people
thought we would never achieve that in
our lifetime, and yet 3 short years after
I arrived on the committee, and under
PETE DOMENICI’s great leadership, that
objective was realized.

I thank the chairman of the Small
Business Committee, KIT BOND, whose
friendship has helped me in legislative
battles of recent years. I have only
been on that committee 2 years, but
his leadership also has been important
to my success in the Chamber.

I extend my thanks to all of my col-
leagues. There are many close friends
who are part of this Chamber, people
with whom my family and I have be-
come close in the last 6 years and oth-
ers who have already departed the
Chamber but with whom we remain
close.

Senator CHUCK HAGEL from Nebraska
is here with me today. I especially
thank him for his great friendship and
support. Senators JEFF SESSIONS,
SUSAN COLLINS, JUDD GREGG and MIKE
DEWINE have also done me the honor of
helping me in my legislative efforts as
well as being my friends over these last
six years, and for that I want to thank
them. And finally for my Republican
colleagues, I want to thank all the
other members of my freshman class,
the folks with whom I came in 1995,
and who helped so substantially change
the direction of this country: Senator
SANTORUM, Senator INHOFE, Senator
THOMPSON, Senator FRIST, Senator
ASHCROFT, Senator KYL, Senator
SNOWE, Senator GRAMS, and as I men-
tioned before, Senator DEWINE.

I reach across the aisle and thank the
many colleagues on the Democratic
side with whom I have worked on so
many bipartisan issues in the last 6
years:

To CARL LEVIN, our senior Senator
from Michigan with whom I have
worked very closely on many issues of
importance to our State;

To TED KENNEDY, my ranking mem-
ber on the Senate Immigration Sub-
committee which I chaired. We have
been very successful in passing a num-
ber of pieces of legislation through the
bipartisan cooperation we have
achieved in that subcommittee;

To JOE LIEBERMAN, who has been the
lead cosponsor of my American Com-
munity Renewal Act, and other
progrowth initiatives;

To RON WYDEN, my partner in so
many high-technology initiatives;

To RUSS FEINGOLD, BOB GRAHAM, and
others who have worked closely with
me.

I also thank the many friends and
supporters and mentors who have
helped me to arrive in the Senate and
in a lengthy political career in my
State of Michigan. There are many
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